
 
 

Revised motions from IHF Council related to Article 11 of the IHF Statutes 1 

In case of being approved by the IHF Congress, the following motions shall come into force with immediate effect:  

Current Version Proposal 

 
Article 11.1 – Continental Confederations - Definition 
 
A Continental Confederation is a group of National Federations that belong 
to the same continent or same geographic region and which is recognised 
by the IHF. 
 
Article 11.2 – Continental Confederations - General Conditions 
 
1. Continental Confederations shall be recognised when they have at least 
ten Member Federations. 
 
2. The IHF shall recognise only the following five confederations which 
shall decide on their corporate denomination and inform the IHF 
thereupon:  

a. African Handball Confederation  
b. Asian Handball Confederation  
c. European Handball Confederation  
d. Oceania Handball Confederation 
e. Pan-American Team Handball Confederation1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Whenever possible, Continental Confederation elections shall be 
scheduled to precede IHF elections. 

3.1.  In order to ensure a smooth articulation between Continental 

 
Article 11.1 – Continental Confederations - Definition 
 
A Continental Confederation is a group of National Federations that belong to 
the same continent or same geographic region, which includes at least ten 
Member Federations and is recognised by the IHF. 
 
Article 11.2 – Continental Confederations - General Conditions 
 
1. Continental Confederations shall be recognised when they have at least ten 
Member Federations. 
 
1. The IHF shall recognises only the following five Continental Confederations 
which shall decide on their corporate denomination and inform the IHF 
thereupon:  

a. African Handball Confederation  
b. Asian Handball Confederation  
c. European Handball Confederation  
d. Oceania Handball Confederation 
e. North America and Caribbean Handball Confederation 
f. South and Central America Handball Confederation 

 
To add: 
2. The IHF Council may grant provisional recognition to groups of National 
Federations that belong to the same continent or to the same geographic 
region which are not listed in Article 11.2.1 above; definite recognition requires 
an amendment to such Article 11.2.1. 
 
3. Whenever possible, Continental Confederation elections shall be scheduled 
to precede IHF elections. 

3.1.  In order to ensure a smooth articulation between Continental 

                                                           
1 Suspended as per IHF Council decision dated 14 January 2018 
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Confederations and the IHF, Continental Confederations must 
invite at least the President of the IHF to their congresses. 
The President of the IHF – or his/her representative – produces a 
written report to the Executive Committee of the IHF on the 
congress of the Continental Confederation. 
In case of suspected malpractice, the IHF President will submit 
the case to the IHF Arbitration Commission in order to obtain 
their recommendation for further treatment by the Executive 
Committee and the Council of the IHF. 

3.2. The IHF can suspend its recognition of a Continental 
Confederation in case the said confederation does not respect 
the normal democratic procedures and/or acts in contradiction 
with IHF fundamental law on the occasion of its continental 
congresses.  
Suspension will be decided by the IHF Council on the 
recommendation of the IHF Executive Committee after 
consultation of the Arbitration Commission.  
Suspension entails no direct consequence for the National 
Federations of the said continent. 
During the suspension period 
- Participation of the continental Vice-President and the 
continental representative in the IHF Council will be suspended, 
- Participation of the continental representatives on the IHF 
Commissions will be suspended, 
- Continental competitions will not be taken into account for 
qualification to IHF competitions, 
- The IHF will organise its own qualifications for the said IHF 
competitions. 
Resumption of recognition will be decided by the 
Council/Executive Committee of the IHF. The full case will be 
reported to the next Congress. 

 
 
4. The Congress shall confirm Continental Confederation candidates to the 
IHF Council. Between Congresses, the IHF Council shall confirm candidates 
until the next Congress. The Council shall confirm Continental 

Confederations and the IHF, Continental Confederations must invite 
at least the President of the IHF to their congresses; the President of 
the IHF may appoint a representative for such mission.  
The President of the IHF – or his/her representative – produces a 
written report to the Executive Committee of the IHF on the congress 
of the Continental Confederation. 
In case of suspected malpractice, the IHF President will submit the 
case to the IHF Arbitration Commission in order to obtain their 
recommendation for further treatment by the Executive Committee 
and the Council of the IHF. 

3.2. The IHF can suspend its recognition of a Continental Confederation 
for just cause, in particular in case the said confederation does not 
respect the normal democratic procedures and/or acts in 
contradiction with IHF fundamental law Statutes and Regulations on 
the occasion of its continental congresses.  
Suspension will be decided by the IHF Council on the 
recommendation of the IHF Executive Committee after consultation 
of the Arbitration Commission.  
Suspension entails no direct consequence for the National 
Federations of the said continent. 
During the suspension period 
- Participation of the continental Vice-President and the continental 
representative in the IHF Council will be suspended, 
- Participation of the continental representatives on the IHF 
Commissions will be suspended, 
- Continental competitions will not be taken into account for 
qualification to IHF competitions, 
- The IHF will organise its own qualifications for the said IHF 
competitions. 
Resumption of recognition Lifting of suspension will be decided by 
the Council/Executive Committee of the IHF. The full case will be 
reported to the next Congress. 

 
4. The Congress shall confirm Continental Confederation candidates to the IHF 
Council. Between Congresses, the IHF Council shall confirm candidates until the 
next Congress. The Council shall confirm Continental Confederation candidates 
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Confederation candidates to the Commissions. A new candidate shall be 
proposed by the Continental Confederation concerned in case Congress or 
Council respectively should refuse confirmation. 
 
5. With the mutual cooperation and support of the IHF, the Continental 
Confederations have to take any action considered necessary to develop 
the game of handball in its continent, such as set up development 
programmes, courses, conferences, etc. 
 
6. The Continental Confederations’ statutes and regulations shall be 
transmitted to the IHF. In case the said statutes and regulations contradict 
those of the IHF, the IHF shall initiate a dialogue with the Continental 
Confederation concerned. If the contradiction cannot be resolved, the IHF 
Congress may withdraw its recognition of the Continental Confederation. 
 
7. The continental candidates for the IHF Vice-Presidency must hold office 
as the President in their continents. The President of the Continental 
Confederation may assign a representative to the IHF Vice-Presidency. 
 
8. The Council and Executive Committee of the IHF shall be entitled to 
submit motions to the congress of the Continental Confederations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article 11.3 – Continental Confederations - Rights and Duties 
 
The Continental Confederations have the following rights and duties: 
 
a. Recognition of the binding character and compliance with the Statutes, 
Regulations, and decisions of the IHF in their activities and their 
enforcement  
b. Cooperating with the IHF concerning international competitions and 

to the Commissions. A new candidate shall be proposed by the Continental 
Confederation concerned in case Congress or Council respectively should 
refuse confirmation. 
 
5. With the mutual cooperation and support of the IHF, the Continental 
Confederations have to take any action considered necessary to develop the 
game of handball in its continent, such as set up development programmes, 
courses, conferences, etc. 
 
6. The Continental Confederations’ statutes and regulations shall be 
transmitted to the IHF. In case the said statutes and regulations contradict 
those of the IHF, the IHF shall initiate a dialogue with the Continental 
Confederation concerned. If the contradiction cannot be resolved, the IHF 
Congress may withdraw its recognition of the Continental Confederation. 
 
To add: 
7. In case of change or amendment of any provision of the Continental 
Confederations’ statutes and regulations which were submitted to the IHF, the 
Continental Confederation concerned must send the change concerned to the 
IHF for confirmation. 
 
8. The continental candidates for the IHF Vice-Presidency must hold office as 
the President in their continents. The President of the Continental 
Confederation may assign a representative to the IHF Vice-Presidency. 
 
9. The Council and Executive Committee of the IHF shall be entitled to submit 
motions to the congress of the Continental Confederations. 
 
Article 11.3 – Continental Confederations - Rights and Duties 
 
The Continental Confederations have the following rights and duties: 
 
a. Recognition of the binding character and compliance with the Statutes, 
Regulations, and decisions of the IHF in their activities and their enforcement  
 
b. Cooperating with the IHF concerning international competitions and 
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handball generally  
c. Holding their own continental championships and cup competitions  
d. Holding their own international competitions, particularly for children 
and young people and for beach handball in compliance with the 
international event calendar  
e. Drawing up their own list of referees (continental referees)  
f. Recruiting new Member Federations for the IHF  
g. Electing candidates of the Continental Confederation to the IHF Council 
and Commissions  
h. Ensuring that their representatives appointed to the IHF bodies carry 
out their activities with respect for others, solidarity, recognition and fair 
play  
i. Constituting commissions which shall cooperate closely with the 
corresponding IHF Commissions  
j. Making use of every opportunity to promote handball in their continent 
(including organisation of training courses, symposia, seminars)  
k. Creating all bodies needed to fulfil the duties of a Continental 
Confederation  
l. Right to put motions to the Congress  
m. Mutually exchanging resolutions and information with the IHF  
n. Organising intercontinental meetings in coordination with the IHF  
o. Harmonising with the IHF regarding all activities. 
 

handball generally  
c. Holding their own continental championships and cup competitions  
d. Holding their own international competitions, particularly for children and 
young people and for beach handball in compliance with the international 
event calendar  
e. Drawing up their own list of referees (continental referees)  
f. Recruiting new Member Federations for the IHF  
g. Electing candidates of the Continental Confederation to the IHF Council and 
Commissions  
h. Ensuring that their representatives appointed to the IHF bodies carry out 
their activities with respect for others, solidarity, recognition and fair play  
 
i. Constituting commissions which shall cooperate closely with the 
corresponding IHF Commissions  
j. Making use of every opportunity to promote handball in their continent 
(including organisation of training courses, symposia, seminars)  
k. Creating all bodies needed to fulfil the duties of a Continental Confederation  
 
l. Right to put motions to the Congress  
m. Mutually exchanging resolutions and information with the IHF  
n. Organising intercontinental meetings in coordination with the IHF  
o. Harmonising with the IHF regarding all activities. 

Justification:  
- The number of Continental Confederations should be unlimited to give space for any future changes. 
- The new point 2 of Article 11.2 will give the Continental Confederation the possibility to start its activities until the next Congress. 
- As for point 3.1 of Article 11.2, if the President of the IHF cannot attend the congress of a Continental Confederation, he/she shall have the possibility 

to authorise his/her representative to attend the congress. 
- As for point 3.2 of Article 11.2, “IHF fundamental law” is a general term; to be more specific and handball-related, the IHF Statutes and Regulations 

shall be the applicable provisions. 
- As for the new point 7 of Article 11.2, the IHF shall have the possibility to ensure that the changes proposed by the Continental Confederations to 

their statutes and regulations are in compliance with the IHF Statutes and Regulations as well as the Olympic Charter provisions. 

 


